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Jails and Mental Health

• 25-40% have a MH issue

• 16-20% have been 

diagnosed with a severe 

mental illness (SMI)

• 60-80% of MH persons have 

a co-occurring substance 

abuse issue

 



Intercept 5

Community Corrections

- Community Supervision 

  & Treatment

Intercept 4

Reentry

- Transition & Handoff to

  Community-Based 

  Organizations (CBOs)

Diversion: Sequential Intercept Mapping – Typical
SAMHSA-Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

Intercept 1

Law Enforcement

Opportunities

- Crisis Intervention

- Summons in Lieu of Arrest

- Shelters

Intercept 2

Detention/First Appearance

- Diversion

- Treatment Programs

Intercept 3

Jail & Courts

- Specialty Courts

- Treatment Programs
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Continuum of Mental Health Care

ACUTE CARE 

STEP-DOWN 

GENERAL POPULATION 

G

Mental Health Acute
Todd Road Jail

Ventura, California

Mental Health Step-down
Illinois DOC

Joliet, Illinois

In-Patient Treatment
Illinois DOC

Joliet, Illinois



Therapeutic Communities

GOALS
Address Substance Use Disorders

Change in Attitude and Behavior

Lifestyle Free of Crime & Drugs

Teach Healthy Living 

Reduce Recidivism

 



Better Neighbors
Therapeutic Community

WHO?
Medium/Maximum Custody

Violent Felony Charges

Approximately 50% accused of Murder

History of Disruptive Institutional Behavior

Voluntary – Willing to work on Behavior

WHAT?
Behavior Modification

Highly Structured Day

Clinician Involvement 

Substance Abuse Classes

Cognitive Behavioral Therapies

 

Franklin County Corrections Center

Columbus, Ohio

 



Better Neighbors
Therapeutic Community

EXPECTATIONS?
Proper Grooming

Dress Code

Be on Time

Come Prepared

Be Open-minded

All Assignments Done on Time

Be Open to Receiving Feedback

RESULTS
Respect for staff, deputies, & volunteers

Few Incidents

 

Franklin County Corrections Center

Columbus, Ohio



Veterans 
Therapeutic Community

• Approximately 7% of jail populations are 
veterans

• Veterans in jail are likely to be older and more 
likely to be incarcerated for violent sexual 
offenses

• Justice involved veterans have a mental 
health (67%) or substance use disorder 
(52%) or both (44%) 

• Veterans Reentry Search Service (VRSS) 
identifies veterans in inmate populations

• VA’s Veteran Justice Outreach (VJO) staff 
visit the unit 2-3 days a week

• Programs includes substance abuse treatment, 
cognitive behavioral therapies, social skills, 
and resume writing

• Reduced incidents and reduced recidivism

Reconnecting veterans in jail with principles 

from their previous military training can help 

them rebuild their lives 
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One-Stop Reentry and Fast-track to Treatment Hub

Transition Planning

Treatment Referral Linkage

Community Transition 
Rapid Resource Center 



• Normalized furnishings and 
finishes.

• Use of cool colors (blues and 
greens).

• Promote opportunities for 
choice while maintaining security.

• Views of natural elements from 
within the interior environment.

• Varying lighting intensities over 
time that simulate the natural 
cycle of day and night.

• Nature-inspired textures, 
shapes, and patterns.

• Natural materials and elements 
that reflect the environment.

Trauma-Informed and 
Biophilic Design



Minimum Custody
Classifications 6-9, 60 Beds

Franklin County Corrections Center

Columbus, Ohio



Mental Health Unit
Illinois DOC

Joliet, Illinois



Blue Room
Franklin County Corrections Center

Columbus, Ohio

Courtyard at Intake
Franklin County Corrections Center

Columbus, Ohio

Reducing Anxiety and Stress

Courtyard at Housing
Illinois DOC

Joliet, Illinois



Locker Room

Staff Break Area

 

Staff Outdoor Patio

 

Staff Wellness Center

Staff Retention



RADIUS
Residential Youth Treatment

Nebraska Youth Justice Initiative

Douglas County, Omaha

Strengthening the 

Juvenile Justice Continuum



Transformative 

Environment

43,000 SF

3 Housing Units

24-Beds

Girls and boys aged 12-18



Outdoor Learning Spaces
Creating environments for participation

RADIUS, Douglas County, Nebraska

Indoor Learning Spaces
Classrooms for ongoing education

RADIUS, Douglas County, Nebraska

Evidence Based Programs



Group Interactions

Living/Kitchen Area Sports + Activities

Quiet Spaces



Staying Connected

RADIUS
Coordinated Community Partnerships

Continuous Outreach

Douglas County, Omaha



Questions?
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